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is prohibited in state Marine Reserves and state 
Marine Parks. Taking of marine plants and animals 
for commercial purposes may be limited in state 
Marine Conservation Areas (See Title 14, subsec-
tion 632(b)). The following list includes all Marine 
Protected Areas in ocean waters which fully pro-
hibit (indicated by asterisk*) or severely limit com-
mercial fishing. It also includes regulatory language 
clarifying permitted/prohibited commercial take 
within the new central California MPAs. Other 
areas which fully prohibit or restrict commercial 
fishing exist in estuarine waters, including waters of 
the San Francisco Bay estuarine complex. Note that 
other MPAs, not listed here, may limit commercial 
fishing for certain species (See Title 14, subsection 
632(b) or www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa).

For information, call the Department’s Marine 
Region in Monterey at (831) 649-7100, or visit your 
nearest Department office or the Department Web 
site at www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa.

Punta Gorda State Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the three-fathom in-
shore depth contour, the 30-fathom depth contour 
and the following points: 
 40º 16.43’ N. lat. 124º 22.00’ W. long.; 
 40º 16.43’ N. lat. 124º 23.50’ W. long.; 
 40º 14.83’ N. lat. 124º 23.18’ W. long.; and 
 40º 15.23’ N. lat. 124º 21.62’ W. long. 

Del Mar Landing State Marine Park*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 38º 44.44’ N. lat. 123º 30.81’ W. long.; 
 38º 44.32’ N. lat. 123º 30.95’ W. long.; 
 38º 44.25’ N. lat. 123º 30.64’ W. long.; 
 38º 44.28’ N. lat. 123º 30.49’ W. long.; and 
 38º 44.40’ N. lat. 123º 30.37’ W. long. 

Bodega State Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide 
line, a distance of 1,000 feet seaward of mean lower 
low water, and the following points:
 38º 19.38’ N. lat. 123º 04.47’ W. long.; 
 38º 19.57’ N. lat. 123º 04.71’ W. long.; 
 38º 18.56’ N. lat. 123º 04.33’ W. long.; and 
 38º 18.71’ N. lat. 123º 04.15’ W. long. 

James V. Fitzgerald State Marine Park*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide 
line, a distance of 1,000 feet seaward of mean lower 
low water, and the following points:
 37º 32.68’ N. lat. 122º 31.00’ W. long.; 
 37º 32.75’ N. lat. 122º 31.18’ W. long.; 
 37º 29.73’ N. lat. 122º 30.13’ W. long.; and 
 37º 29.74’ N. lat. 122º 29.90’ W. long. 

Año Nuevo State Marine Conservation 
Area 
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and a distance of 200 feet seaward of mean lower 
low water between the following two points:
 37° 10.00’ N. lat. 122° 21.80’ W. long.; and
 37° 08.70’ N. lat. 122° 21.00’ W. long.
The area then continues southward bounded by the 
mean high tide line and straight lines connecting 
the following points in the order listed:
 37° 08.70’ N. lat. 122° 21.00’ W. long.; 
 37° 04.70’ N. lat. 122° 21.00’ W. long.; and
 37° 04.70’ N. lat. 122° 16.20’ W. long.

DISTRICT 19A includes ocean waters and 
tidelands of the state lying between the southerly 
extremity of Malibu Point and the westerly extrem-
ity of Rocky Point (Palos Verdes Pt.); excluding all 
rivers, streams and lagoons. 

DISTRICT 19B includes ocean waters and tide-
lands of the state lying northerly of a line drawn 
from the west end of the San Pedro Breakwater, 
thence in an extended line following the axis of 
the San Pedro Breakwater, the middle breakwater 
and Long Beach Breakwater to the east end of the 
latter, to the outer end of the west jetty of Anaheim 
Bay.  Except as otherwise provided, all provisions 
of §11029 that apply to Districts 4 and 4  apply to 
District 19B.

DISTRICT 20 includes Santa Catalina Island and 
that portion of the state waters within three nauti-
cal miles of the island’s coast line on the northerly, 
easterly, and southerly sides of the island lying 
between a line extending three nautical west mag-
netically from the extreme westerly end of Santa 
Catalina Island to a line extending three nautical 
miles southwest magnetically from the most south-
erly promontory of China Point. 

DISTRICT 20A includes the waters lying around 
Santa Catalina Island within three nautical miles 
of the island’s coast line which are not included in 
District 20. 

DISTRICT 21 includes the waters and tidelands 
of San Diego Bay lying inside a straight line drawn 
from Point Loma to the offshore end of the San 
Diego Breakwater. 

DISTRICT 22 includes all waters of Imperial 
County and those portions of Riverside and San 
Bernardino counties lying south and east of the 
following line: Starting at the intersection of 
Highway 99 with the north boundary of Imperial 
County, thence north along that highway to the 
intersection with Highways 60 and 70; thence east 
along Highways 60 and 70 to its intersection with 
the Cottonwood Springs Road in Sec. 9, T. 6 S., R. 
11 E; thence north along that road and the Mecca 
Dale Road to Amboy; thence east along Highway 
66 to the intersection with Highway 95; thence 
north along Highway 95 to the California-Nevada 
boundary. 

DISTRICT 23 includes the lands and waters lying 
within the drainage area of the Rubicon and Little 
Rubicon Rivers above their confluence in Sec. 13, 
T. 13 N., R. 13 E.; all lands and waters lying within 
the drainage area of South Fork of the American 
River and all its tributaries above Chili Bar Bridge 
on the Placerville-Georgetown Highway; all of 
the lands and waters lying within the drainage 
area of Webber Creek above the Mother Lode 
Highway between El Dorado and Placerville; the 
waters of Lake Tahoe and the Truckee River, and 
all streams flowing into that lake and river, and all 
lands and waters within the drainage basin of that 
lake and river lying within this state; the waters of 
Silver Lake, Twin Lakes, Twin Lake, Blue Lakes, 
Meadow Lake, Wood Lake, Winnemucca Lake 
and Scott’s Lake, Burnside Lake, the Carson River, 
the West Fork of the Carson River, Willow Creek 
and Markleeville Creek and all tributaries of those 
streams and all streams flowing into those lakes 
and all lands and waters lying within the drainage 
basin of those lakes, rivers and streams within the 

state, all the waters of the Cosumnes River and its 
tributaries, and all lakes lying within the watershed 
of that river and tributaries above the bridge on 
the Mother Lode Highway between Plymouth and 
Nashville, all being within Alpine, Amador and El 
Dorado counties. 

DISTRICT 25 includes the waters of Lake Almanor 
and all streams flowing into that lake and all lands 
lying within the drainage basin of those streams and 
lake, all being within Plumas and Lassen counties. 

KLAMATH RIVER DISTRICT includes the 
Klamath River and the waters thereof, follow-
ing its meanderings from the confluence of the 
Klamath River and the Shasta River in Siskiyou 
County to the mouth of the Klamath River in Del 
Norte County. Every person, firm, corporation or 
company who constructs or maintains any dam or 
other artificial obstruction in any of the waters of 
said Klamath River Fish and Game District is guilty 
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction must be 
fined not less than one thousand dollars ($1,000) 
or be imprisoned in the county jail of the county 
in which the conviction shall be had, not less than 
100 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment, 
and any artificial obstruction constructed, placed or 
maintained in said district is hereby declared to be 
a public nuisance. 

TRINITY AND KLAMATH RIVER DISTRICT 
includes the Klamath River and the waters thereof, 
following its meanderings from the mouth of the 
Klamath River in Del Norte County to its conflu-
ence with the Salmon River, and also the Trinity 
River and the waters thereof, following its meander-
ings from its confluence with the Klamath River in 
Humboldt County to its confluence with the south 
fork of the Trinity River. 

DISTRICT 118 includes the ocean waters and tide-
lands beginning at the south side of the pier at San 
Simeon thence westerly three miles, thence south-
erly to a point three miles west of the southern 
boundary of the state park at Cambria in San Luis 
Obispo County, thence easterly to the southwest 
point of the state park at Cambria.  All provisions 
relating to District 18 shall apply to District 118.

DISTRICT 118.5 includes ocean waters and tide-
lands not included in other districts, bounded by a 
line beginning at the intersection of the common 
boundary of Monterey and San Luis Obispo coun-
ties, thence due west two miles to a point, thence 
southerly and parallel to the coast line two miles 
south of the common boundary of Santa Barbara 
and Ventura counties, thence north to the intersec-
tion of the common boundary of Santa Barbara 
and Ventura counties, excluding all rivers, streams, 
sloughs and lagoons.  Except as otherwise provided, 
all provisions relating to District 18 shall apply to 
District 118.5.

MARINE PROTECTED 
AREAS

All existing state-designated Marine Protected Areas 
have been reclassified pursuant to the Marine Man-
aged Areas Improvement Act. The new classifica-
tions are state Marine Reserve, state Marine Park, 
and state Marine Conservation Area. Taking of 
marine plants and animals for commercial purposes 
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(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the commercial take of giant kelp (Macrocystis 
pyrifera) by hand harvest only.

Greyhound Rock State Marine Conserva-
tion Area
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide 
line, the three nautical mile offshore boundary and 
straight lines connecting the following points in the 
order listed except where noted:
 37° 04.70’ N. lat. 122° 16.20’ W. long.;
 37° 04.70’ N. lat. 122° 21.00’ W. long.;
37° 03.55’ N. lat. 122° 21.00’ W. long.; thence 
southward along the three nautical mile offshore 
boundary to
 37° 02.57’ N. lat. 122° 19.10’ W. long.; and
 37° 02.57’ N. lat. 122° 14.00’ W. long.
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
2. Only the following species may be taken com-
mercially: giant kelp (Macrocystis pyrifera) by hand 
harvest only, salmon, and squid except that not 
more than five percent (5%) by landed weight of 
any commercial squid catch may be other species 
taken incidentally to squid.

Natural Bridges State Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and a distance of 200 feet seaward of mean lower 
low water between the following two points:
 36° 57.90’ N. lat. 122° 07.65’ W. long.; and
 36° 57.00’ N. lat. 122° 03.50’ W. long.

Elkhorn Slough State Marine Reserve*
(A) This area includes the waters below mean high 
tide within Elkhorn Slough lying east of longitude 
121° 46.40’ W. and south of latitude 36° 50.50’ N.

Elkhorn Slough State Marine Conservation 
Area* 
(A) This area includes the waters below mean high 
tide within Elkhorn Slough east of the Highway 1 
Bridge and west of longitude 121° 46.40’ W

Moro Cojo Slough State Marine Reserve*
(A) This area includes the waters within Moro 
Cojo Slough below mean high tide and east of the 
Highway 1 Bridge and west of the crossing of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad tracks. 

Soquel Canyon State Marine Conservation 
Area
(A) This area is bounded by straight lines connect-
ing the following points in the order listed:
 36° 51.00’ N. lat. 121° 56.00’ W. long.;
 36° 51.00’ N. lat. 122° 03.80’ W. long.;
 36° 48.00’ N. lat. 122° 02.88’ W. long.;
 36° 48.00’ N. lat. 121° 56.00’ W. long.; and
 36° 51.00’ N. lat. 121° 56.00’ W. long.
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the commercial and recreational take of 
pelagic finfish [sub-section 632(a)(3)]. 
Portuguese Ledge State Marine Conserva-
tion Area
(A) This area is bounded by straight lines connect-
ing the following points in the order listed:
 36° 43.00’ N. lat. 121° 56.00’ W. long.;
 36° 43.00’ N. lat. 122° 01.30’ W. long.;
 36° 41.00’ N. lat. 122° 00.80’ W. long.;
 36° 41.00’ N. lat. 121° 56.00’ W. long.; and
 36° 43.00’ N. lat. 121° 56.00’ W. long.

(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the commercial and recreational take of 
pelagic finfish [sub-section 632(a)(3)]. 

Edward F. Ricketts State Marine Conserva-
tion Area
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 36° 36.50’ N. lat. 121° 53.37’ W. long.;
 36° 37.25’ N. lat. 121° 53.78’ W. long.; and
 36° 37.10’ N. lat. 121° 54.09’ W. long.
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
2. The commercial take of giant kelp (Macrocystis 
pyrifera) and bull kelp (Nereocystis spp.) is allowed by 
hand in the area defined by sub-section 165(c)(4)(D) 
under the following conditions:
a. Any individual kelp harvester with a valid permit 
issued pursuant to Section 165 may take no more 
than 12 tons of kelp from the portion of Adminis-
trative Kelp Bed 220 within the Edward F. Ricketts 
State Marine Conservation Area in any calendar 
month.
b. Duplicate landing records must be kept on board 
the harvest vessel in accordance with the require-
ments of Section 165.

Lovers Point State Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 36° 37.10’ N. lat. 121° 54.09’ W. long.;
 36° 37.25’ N. lat. 121° 53.78’ W. long.;
 36° 37.38’ N. lat. 121° 53.85’ W. long.;
 36° 37.60’ N. lat. 121° 54.75’ W. long.; and
 36° 37.60’ N. lat. 121° 54.91’ W. long.

Pacific Grove Marine Gardens State Marine 
Conservation Area
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 36° 37.60’ N. lat. 121° 54.91’ W. long.;
 36° 37.60’ N. lat. 121° 54.75’ W. long.;
 36° 38.70’ N. lat. 121° 55.40’ W. long.;
 36° 38.90’ N. lat. 121° 56.60’ W. long.; and
 36° 38.22’ N. lat. 121° 56.15’ W. long.
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
2. The commercial take of giant kelp (Macrocystis 
pyrifera) and bull kelp (Nereocystis spp.) by hand is 
allowed under the following conditions:
a. Any individual kelp harvester with a valid permit 
issued pursuant to Section 165 may take no more 
than 44 tons of kelp from the portion of Admin-
istrative Kelp Bed 220 within the Pacific Grove 
Marine Gardens State Marine Conservation Area 
in any calendar month. 
b. Duplicate landing records must be kept on board 
the harvest vessel in accordance with the require-
ments of Section 165.

Asilomar State Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 36° 38.22’ N. lat. 121° 56.15’ W. long.;
 36° 38.90’ N. lat. 121° 56.60’ W. long.; and
 36° 36.60’ N. lat. 121° 57.50’ W. long.

U.S. COAST GUARD LICENSE 
REqUIREMENTS 

Any person operating any vessel (including auxiliary 
sail vessels) propelled by machinery and carrying at 
least one passenger for hire must be licensed by the 
USCG for service in the area in which they operate. 
A person operating a sail vessel with no propulsion 
machinery carrying more than six passengers, with 
at least one for hire, must be similarly licensed. 
The licensing of individuals helps ensure operators 
have a certain level of experience and knowledge of 
navigational and boating principles. 

“Passengers for hire” means a passenger for whom 
consideration is contributed as a condition of 
carriage on the vessel, whether directly or indirectly 
flowing to the owner, operator or any other person 
having an interest in the vessel. The law was amend-
ed with the passage of the Passenger Vessel Safety 
Act, which became effective on December 20, 1993, 
to allow voluntary sharing of the actual expenses 
of the voyage, as is the normal custom among 
friends, by monetary contribution or donation of 
fuel, food, beverage or other supplies. This type of 
voluntary sharing does not make a passenger for 
hire situation. 

Everyone on board the vessel is defined as a passen-
ger EXCEPT the owner, master, and crew. In order 
to be considered crew a person must be engaged 
in the business of the vessel, not have contributed 
consideration for carriage AND be paid for their 
services on board. These “crew” are afforded all the 
rights and protections under the law which employ-
ees are guaranteed. 

When carrying one or more passengers for hire, 
on a vessel of less than 100 gross tons, it is illegal 
to carry more than six passengers unless the vessel 
has a valid USCG issued Certificate of Inspection. 
Vessels of 100 gross tons or more must have a valid 
Certificate of Inspection when carrying over twelve 
passengers at least one of which is for hire. A Cer-
tificate of Inspection is issued to a vessel following 
plan approval, stability tests and completion of a 
thorough inspection by the USCG. 

The Passenger Vessel Safety Act also changed the 
rules pertaining to chartered vessels. A chartered 
vessel is one that has been contracted for or rented 
with or without crew. The Act required vessels of 
less than 100 gross tons that are chartered with 
crew to be inspected if they carry more than six 
passengers. In those charter agreements where a 
crew is not provided the threshold for inspection is 
at twelve passengers. 

Civil Penalties for violation of the vessel inspec-
tion regulations can be as much as $5,000 and up 
to $1,000 for licensing violations. USCG licensed 
operators can also face charges against their license 
for violating vessel inspection and operation 
requirements. 

The USCG and your local officials are requesting 
your assistance in ensuring that operators carrying 
passengers for hire are in compliance with U.S. and 
California laws regarding boating. Safe and sober 
boating will enhance the experience of those taking 
advantage of many recreational opportunities. 
Additional information may be obtained from the 
USCG Marine Safety Office, San Francisco Bay. 
For licensing matters, please call (510) 437-5381. For 
vessel inspection call (510) 437-3119. To contact the 
fishing vessel safety examiner call (510) 437-5788. 
To report unsafe or illegal operations, please call 
the Senior Investigations Officer at (510) 437-3148. 
You may remain anonymous if you desire.
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Carmel Pinnacles State Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 36° 33.65’ N. lat. 121° 57.60’ W. long.;
 36° 33.65’ N. lat. 121° 58.50’ W. long.;
 36° 33.10’ N. lat. 121° 58.50’ W. long.;
 36° 33.10’ N. lat. 121° 57.60’ W. long.; and
 36° 33.65’ N. lat. 121° 57.60’ W. long.

Carmel Bay State Marine Conservation 
Area 
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 36° 33.65’ N. lat. 121° 57.10’ W. long.;
 36° 31.70’ N. lat. 121° 56.30’ W. long.; and
 36° 31.70’ N. lat. 121° 55.55’ W. long.
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
2. The commercial take of giant kelp (Macrocystis 
pyrifera) and bull kelp (Nereocystis spp.) by hand is 
allowed under the following conditions:
a. Any individual kelp harvester with a valid permit 
issued pursuant to Section 165 may take no more 
than 44 tons of kelp from the portion of Adminis-
trative Kelp Bed 219 within the Carmel Bay State 
Marine Conservation Area in any calendar month.
b. Duplicate landing records must be kept on board 
the harvest vessel in accordance with the require-
ments of Section 165.

Point Lobos State Marine Reserve* 
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 36° 31.70’ N. lat. 121° 55.55’ W. long.;
 36° 31.70’ N. lat. 121° 58.25’ W. long.;
 36° 28.88’ N. lat. 121° 58.25’ W. long.; and
 36° 28.88’ N. lat. 121° 56.30’ W. long.

Point Lobos State Marine Conservation 
Area
(A) This area is bounded by straight lines connect-
ing the following points in the order listed except 
where noted:
 36° 31.70’ N. lat. 121° 58.25’ W. long.;
36° 31.70’ N. lat. 122° 01.30’ W. long.; thence 
southward along the three nautical mile offshore 
boundary to
 36° 28.88’ N. lat. 122° 00.55’ W. long.;
 36° 28.88’ N. lat. 121° 58.25’ W. long.; and
 36° 31.70’ N. lat. 121° 58.25’ W. long.
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the recreational and commercial take of 
salmon, albacore, and the commercial take of spot 
prawn.

Point Sur State Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 36° 18.40’ N. lat. 121° 54.10’ W. long.;
 36° 18.40’ N. lat. 121° 56.00’ W. long.;
 36° 15.00’ N. lat. 121° 52.50’ W. long.; and
 36° 15.00’ N. lat. 121° 50.25’ W. long.

Point Sur State Marine Conservation Area
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed except where noted:
 36° 18.40’ N. lat. 121° 56.00’ W. long.;
36° 18.40’ N. lat. 121° 58.33’ W. long.; thence 

southward along the three nautical mile offshore 
boundary to
 36° 15.00’ N. lat. 121° 55.10’ W. long.;
 36° 15.00’ N. lat. 121° 52.50’ W. long.; and
 36° 18.40’ N. lat. 121° 56.00’ W. long.
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the commercial and recreational take of 
salmon and albacore.

Big Creek State Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed except where noted:
 36° 07.20’ N. lat. 121° 38.00’ W. long.;
 36° 07.20’ N. lat. 121° 39.00’ W. long.;
 36° 05.20’ N. lat. 121° 38.00’ W. long.;
36° 05.20’ N. lat. 121° 41.25’ W. long.; thence 
southward along the three nautical mile offshore 
boundary to
 36° 02.65’ N. lat. 121° 39.70’ W. long.; and
 36° 02.65’ N. lat. 121° 35.13’ W. long.
(C) Anchoring. Except as pursuant to Federal 
law or emergency caused by hazardous weather, it 
is unlawful to anchor or moor a vessel in waters 
shallower than 10 fathoms in the Big Creek State 
Marine Reserve. 

Big Creek State Marine Conservation Area
(A) This area is bounded by the three nautical mile 
offshore boundary and straight lines connecting the 
following points in the order listed except where 
noted:
 36° 07.20’ N. lat. 121° 39.00’ W. long.;
36° 07.20’ N. lat. 121° 42.90’ W. long.; thence 
southward along the three nautical mile offshore 
boundary to
 36° 05.20’ N. lat. 121° 41.25’ W. long.;
 36° 05.20’ N. lat. 121° 38.00’ W. long.; and
 36° 07.20’ N. lat. 121° 39.00’ W. long.
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the commercial and recreational take of 
salmon, albacore, and the commercial take of spot 
prawn.

Piedras Blancas State Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 35° 42.85’ N. lat. 121° 18.95’ W. long.;
 35° 42.85’ N. lat. 121° 21.00’ W. long.;
 35° 39.15’ N. lat. 121° 18.50’ W. long.; and
 35° 39.15’ N. lat. 121° 14.45’ W. long.

Piedras Blancas State Marine Conservation 
Area
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed except where noted:
 35° 42.85’ N. lat. 121° 21.00’ W. long.;
35° 42.85’ N. lat. 121° 22.85’ W. long.; thence 
southward along the three nautical mile offshore 
boundary to
 35° 39.15’ N. lat. 121° 20.90’ W. long.; 
 35° 39.15’ N. lat. 121° 18.50’ W. long.; and
 35° 42.85’ N. lat. 121° 21.00’ W. long.
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the commercial and recreational take of 
salmon and albacore.  

Cambria State Marine Conservation Area*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:

 35° 37.10’ N. lat. 121° 09.20’ W. long.;
 35° 37.10’ N. lat. 121° 10.70’ W. long.;
 35° 32.85’ N. lat. 121° 06.70’ W. long.; and
 35° 32.85’ N. lat. 121° 05.85’ W. long.

White Rock (Cambria) State Marine Con-
servation Area
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 35° 32.85’ N. lat. 121° 05.85’ W. long.;
 35° 32.85’ N. lat. 121° 06.70’ W. long.;
 35° 30.50’ N. lat. 121° 05.00’ W. long.; and
 35° 30.50’ N. lat. 121° 03.40’ W. long.
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the commercial take of giant kelp (Macrocystis 
pyrifera) and bull kelp (Nereocystis spp.) under the 
following conditions:
1. Any individual kelp harvester with a valid permit 
issued pursuant to Section 165 and holding a valid 
lease to Administrative Kelp Bed 208 may take no 
more than 125 tons of kelp from the portion of 
Administrative Kelp Bed 208 within the White 
Rock (Cambria) State Marine Conservation Area in 
any calendar month.
2. Duplicate landing records must be kept on board 
the harvest vessel in accordance with the require-
ments of Section 165.

Morro Bay State Marine Recreational 
Management Area
(A) This area includes the area below mean high 
tide within Morro Bay east of the Morro Bay 
entrance breakwater and west of longitude 120° 
50.34’ W. 
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the following activities are allowed north of 
latitude 35° 19.70’ N:
1. The recreational take of finfish
2. Aquaculture of oysters, pursuant to a valid State 
water bottom lease and permit
3. Storing finfish taken outside the Morro Bay 
State Marine Recreational Management Area in a 
receiver for bait purposes.

Morro Bay State Marine Reserve*
(A) This area includes the area below mean high 
tide line within Morro Bay east of longitude 120° 
50.34’ W.

Point Buchon State Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 35° 15.25’ N. lat. 120° 54.00’ W. long.;
 35° 15.25’ N. lat. 120° 56.00’ W. long.;
 35° 11.00’ N. lat. 120° 52.40’ W. long.; and
 35° 13.30’ N. lat. 120° 52.40’ W. long.

Point Buchon State Marine Conservation 
Area
(A) This area is bounded by straight lines connect-
ing the following points in the order listed except 
where noted:
 35° 15.25’ N. lat. 120° 56.00’ W. long.;
35° 15.25’ N. lat. 120° 57.80’ W. long.; thence 
southward along the three nautical mile offshore 
boundary to
 35° 11.00’ N. lat. 120° 55.20’ W. long.; 
 35° 11.00’ N. lat. 120° 52.40’ W. long.; and
 35° 15.25’ N. lat. 120° 56.00’ W. long.
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(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the commercial and recreational take of 
salmon and albacore. 

Vandenberg State Marine Reserve
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 34° 44.65’ N. lat. 120° 37.75’ W. long.;
 34° 44.65’ N. lat. 120° 40.00’ W. long.;
 34° 33.25’ N. lat. 120° 40.00’ W. long.; and
 34° 33.25’ N. lat. 120° 37.25’ W. long.
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except take incidental to base operations and com-
mercial space launch operations identified by the 
Vandenberg Air Force Base Commander as mission 
critical.
(C) Public Entry. Public entry into the Vandenberg 
State Marine Reserve may be restricted at the discre-
tion of the Department to protect wildlife, aquatic 
life, or habitat or by the Commander of Vanden-
berg Air Force Base to protect and provide safety for 
base operations. 
(D) The Department shall enter into a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MOU) with the Com-
mander of Vandenberg Air Force Base for the 
mutually beneficial management and administra-
tion of the Vandenberg State Marine Reserve. The 
MOU shall include, but not be limited to, the iden-
tification of Vandenberg Air Force Base’s national 
defense mission activities that are unrestricted by 
the subject regulations and details on management 
and administrative roles and responsibilities.

Richardson Rock (San Miguel Island) State 
Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed: 
 34º 08.40’ N. lat. 120º 34.20’ W. long.; 
 34º 08.40’ N. lat. 120º 28.20’ W. long.; 
 34º 03.60’ N. lat. 120º 28.20’ W. long.; 
 34º 03.60’ N. lat. 120º 34.20’ W. long.; and 
 34º 08.40’ N. lat. 120º 34.20’ W. long. 

Harris Point (San Miguel Island) State 
Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 34° 03.10’ N. lat. 120° 23.30’ W. long.;
 34° 06.00’ N. lat. 120° 23.30’ W. long.;
 34° 06.00’ N. lat. 120° 18.40’ W. long.; and
 34° 01.80’ N. lat. 120° 18.40’ W. long.
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited.
(C) An exemption to the reserve, where commercial 
and recreational take of living marine resources 
is allowed, exists between the mean high tide line 
in Cuyler Harbor and a straight line between the 
following points:
 34° 03.50’ N. lat. 120° 21.30’ W. long.; and
 34° 02.90’ N. lat. 120° 20.20’ W. long.

Judith Rock (San Miguel Island) State 
Marine Reserve*
 (A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide 
line and straight lines connecting the following 
points in the order listed:
 34º 01.80’ N. lat. 120º 26.60’ W. long.;  
 33º 58.50’ N. lat. 120º 26.60’ W. long.; 
 33º 58.50’ N. lat. 120º 25.30’ W. long.; and 
 34º 01.50’ N. lat. 120º 25.30’ W. long. 

San Miguel Island Special Closure*
Special restrictions on boating and access apply to 
San Miguel Island as follows.
(A) Boating is allowed at San Miguel Island except 
west of a line drawn between Judith Rock (34o 
01.50’ N. lat. 120o 23.30’ W. long.) and Castle 
Rock (34o 03.30’ N. lat. 120o 26.30’ W. long.) 
where boats are prohibited closer than 300 yards 
from shore.
1. Notwithstanding the 300-yard boating closure 
between Judith Rock and Castle Rock, the follow-
ing shall apply:

a. Boats may approach San Miguel Island no 
nearer than 100 yards from shore during the 
period(s) from March 15 through April 30, and 
October 1 through December 15; and

b. Boats operated by commercial sea urchin divers 
may enter waters of the 300- yard area between 
the western boundary of the Judith Rock State 
Marine Reserve at 120o 26.60’ W. long. and 
Castle Rock for the purpose of fishing sea urchins 
during the period(s) from March 15 through 
April 30, and October 1 through December 15.

2. The department may rescind permission for 
boats to enter waters within 300 yards between 
Judith Rock and Castle Rock upon finding 
that impairment to the island marine mammal 
resource is imminent. Immediately following such 
closure, the department will request the Commis-
sion to hear, at its regularly scheduled meeting, 
presentation of documentation supporting the 
need for such closure.

Carrington Point (Santa Rosa Island) State 
Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 34º 01.30’ N. lat. 120º 05.20’ W. long. 
 34º 04.00’ N. lat. 120º 05.20’ W. long.; 
 34º 04.00’ N. lat. 120º 01.00’ W. long.;  
 34º 00.50’ N. lat. 120º 01.00’ W. long.; and 
 34º 00.50’ N. lat. 120º 02.80’ W. long. 

Skunk Point (Santa Rosa Island) State 
Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 33º 59.00’ N. lat. 119º 58.80’ W. long.; 
 33º 59.00’ N. lat. 119º 58.00’ W. long.; 
 33º 57.10’ N. lat. 119º 58.00’ W. long.; and 
 33º 57.10’ N. lat. 119º 58.20’ W. long. 

South Point (Santa Rosa Island) State 
Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 33º 53.80’ N. lat. 120º 06.50’ W. long.; 
 33º 51.40’ N. lat. 120º 06.50’ W. long.; 
 33º 51.40’ N. lat. 120º 10.00’ W. long.; and 
 33º 55.00’ N. lat. 120º 10.00’ W. long. 

Painted Cave (Santa Cruz Island) State 
Marine Conservation Area* 
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide 
line, the one nautical mile offshore boundary, and 
the following points: 
 34º 04.50’ N. lat. 119º 53.00’ W. long.; 
 34º 05.20’ N. lat. 119º 53.00’ W. long.; 
 34º 05.00’ N. lat. 119º 51.00’ W. long.; and 
 34º 04.00’ N. lat. 119º 51.00’ W. long. 

Gull Island (Santa Cruz Island) State Ma-
rine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 33º 58.00’ N. lat. 119º 51.00’ W. long.; 
 33º 58.00’ N. lat. 119º 53.00’ W. long.; 
 33º 55.20’ N. lat. 119º 53.00’ W. long.; 
 33º 55.20’ N. lat. 119º 48.00’ W. long.; and 
 33º 57.70’ N. lat. 119º 48.00’ W. long. 

Scorpion (Santa Cruz Island) State Marine 
Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 34º 02.94’ N. lat. 119º 35.50’ W. long.; 
 34º 06.20’ N. lat. 119º 35.50’ W. long.; 
 34º 06.20’ N. lat. 119º 32.80’ W. long.; and 
 34º 02.80’ N. lat. 119º 32.80’ W. long. 

Anacapa Island State Marine Conservation 
Area 
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 34º 00.80’ N. lat. 119º 26.70’ W. long.; 
 34º 04.00’ N. lat. 119º 26.70’ W. long.; 
 34º 04.00’ N. lat. 119º 24.60’ W. long.; and 
 34º 00.40’ N. lat. 119º 24.60’ W. long. 
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohib-
ited except for the recreational take of lobster and 
pelagic finfish [sub-section 632(a)(3)] and the com-
mercial take of spiny lobster.

Anacapa Island State Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:: 
 34º 00.40’ N. lat. 119º 24.60’ W. long.; 
 34º 04.00’ N. lat. 119º 24.60’ W. long.; 
 34º 04.00’ N. lat. 119º 21.40’ W. long.; and 
 34º 01.00’ N. lat. 119º 21.40’ W. long. 

Anacapa Island Special Closure*
(A) No net or trap may be used in waters less than 
20 feet deep off the Anacapa Islands commonly 
referred to as Anacapa Island. 
(B) A brown pelican fledgling area is designated 
from the mean high tide mark seaward to a water 
depth of 20 fathoms (120 feet) on the north side 
of West Anacapa Island between a line extending 
000o True off Portuguese Rock (34o 00.91’ N. lat. 
119o 25.26’ W. long.) to a line extending 000o 
True off the western edge of Frenchy’s Cove (34o 
00.4’ N. lat. 119o 24.6’ W. long.), a distance of 
approximately 4,000 feet. No person except depart-
ment employees or employees of the National Park 
Service in the performance of their official duties 
shall enter this area during the period January 1 to 
October 31. 

Big Sycamore Canyon State Marine Re-
serve*
(A) This area is bounded by the 5-fathom depth 
contour, the 20-fathom depth contour, and the 
following points:
 34º 04.79’ N. lat. 119º 02.03’ W. long.; 
 34º 03.92’ N. lat. 119º 02.70’ W. long.; 
 34º 02.97’ N. lat. 119º 00.00’ W. long.; and 
 34º 03.86’ N. lat. 119º 00.00’ W. long. 
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Santa Barbara Island State Marine Re-
serve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide 
line, the three nautical mile offshore boundary and 
the following points:
 33º 28.50’ N. lat. 119º 01.70’ W. long.; 
 33º 28.50’ N. lat. 118º 58.20’ W. long.; 
 33º 24.90’ N. lat. 119º 02.20’ W. long.; and 
 33º 27.90’ N. lat. 119º 02.20’ W. long. 

Abalone Cove State Marine Park*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 33º 44.53’ N. lat. 118º 22.83’ W. long.; 
 33º 44.47’ N. lat. 118º 22.83’ W. long.; 
 33º 44.14’ N. lat. 118º 22.47’ W. long.; 
 33º 44.14’ N. lat. 118º 22.12’ W. long.; and 
 33º 44.19’ N. lat. 118º 22.12’ W. long. 

Point Fermin State Marine Park*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide 
line, a distance of 600 feet seaward of mean lower 
low water, and the following points:
 33º 42.31’ N. lat. 118º 17.57’ W. long.; 
 33º 42.21’ N. lat. 118º 17.57’ W. long.; 
 33º 42.47’ N. lat. 118º 17.00’ W. long.; and 
 33º 42.47’ N. lat. 118º 17.13’ W. long. 

Catalina Marine Science Center State Ma-
rine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:: 
 33º 26.65’ N. lat. 118º 29.33’ W. long.; 
 33º 26.83’ N. lat. 118º 29.13’ W. long.; 
 33º 26.96’ N. lat. 118º 28.56’ W. long.; 
 33º 26.92’ N. lat. 118º 28.53’ W. long.; and 
 33º 26.87’ N. lat. 118º 28.62’ W. long. 

Robert E. Badham State Marine Conserva-
tion Area 
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide 
line, a distance of 200 feet seaward of mean lower 
low water, and the following points:
 33º 35.42’ N. lat. 117º 52.22’ W. long.; 
 33º 35.40’ N. lat. 117º 52.24’ W. long.; 
 33º 35.03’ N. lat. 117º 51.78’ W. long.; and 
 33º 35.05’ N. lat. 117º 51.74’ W. long. 
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
2. Only spiny lobster may be taken commercially.

Irvine Coast State Marine Conservation 
Area 
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide 
line, a distance of 600 feet seaward of mean lower 
low water, and the following points:
 33º 35.05’ N. lat. 117º 51.74’ W. long.; 
 33º 35.00’ N. lat. 117º 51.84’ W. long.; 
 33º 33.37’ N. lat. 117º 49.28’ W. long; and 
 33º 33.40’ N. lat. 117º 49.18’ W. long. 
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
2. Only spiny lobster may be taken commercially.

Laguna Beach State Marine Conservation 
Area 
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide 
line, a distance of 600 feet seaward of mean lower 
low water, and the following points:
 33º 32.86’ N. lat. 117º 48.35’ W. long.; 
 33º 32.78’ N. lat. 117º 48.45’ W. long.; 

 33º 30.37’ N. lat. 117º 45.17’ W. long.; and 
 33º 30.43’ N. lat. 117º 45.06’ W. long. 
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
2. Only spiny lobster may be taken commercially.

Heisler Park State Marine Reserve*
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 33º 32.66’ N. lat. 117º 47.61’ W. long.; 
 33º 32.53’ N. lat. 117º 47.66’ W. long.; 
 33º 32.43’ N. lat. 117º 47.26’ W. long.; and 
 33º 32.56’ N. lat. 117º 47.30’ W. long. 

South Laguna Beach State Marine Conser-
vation Area 
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide 
line, the 20-foot depth contour, and the following 
points: 
 33º 30.43’ N. lat. 117º 45.06’ W. long.; 
 33º 30.37’ N. lat. 117º 45.17’ W. long.; 
 33º 30.04’ N. lat. 117º 44.91’ W. long.; and 
 33º 30.15’ N. lat. 117º 44.81’ W. long. 
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
2. Only spiny lobster may be taken commercially.

Niguel State Marine Conservation Area 
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide 
line, a distance of 1,200 feet seaward of mean lower 
low water, and the following points:
 33º 29.15’ N. lat. 117º 44.05’ W. long.; 
 33º 29.15’ N. lat. 117º 44.30’ W. long.; 
 33º 27.74’ N. lat. 117º 43.18’ W. long.; and 
 33º 27.74’ N. lat. 117º 42.95’ W. long. 
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
2. Only spiny lobster may be taken commercially.

Dana Point State Marine Conservation 
Area 
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide 
line, a distance of 1200 feet seaward of mean lower 
low water, and the following points:
 33º 27.74’ N. lat. 117º 42.95’ W. long.; 
 33º 27.74’ N. lat. 117º 43.18’ W. long.; 
 33º 27.47’ N. lat. 117º 42.28’ W. long.; and 
 33º 27.63’ N. lat. 117º 42.45’ W. long. 
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
2. Only spiny lobster may be taken commercially.

Doheny Beach State Marine Conservation 
Area 
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide 
line, a distance of 1,500 feet seaward of mean lower 
low water, and the following points:
 33º 27.70’ N. lat. 117º 41.38’ W. long.; 
 33º 27.45’ N. lat. 117º 41.39’ W. long.; 
 33º 27.15’ N. lat. 117º 40.38’ W. long.; and 
 33º 27.35’ N. lat. 117º 40.21’ W. long. 
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except:
2. Only spiny lobster may be taken commercially.

La Jolla State Marine Conservation Area 
(A) This area is bounded by the mean high tide line 
and straight lines connecting the following points 
in the order listed:
 32º 51.86’ N. lat. 117º 15.28’ W. long.; 
 32º 51.86’ N. lat. 117º 16.25’ W. long.; 
 32º 51.22’ N. lat. 117º 16.17’ W. long.; and 

 32º 51.07’ N. lat. 117º 16.40’ W. long. 
(B) Take of all living marine resources is prohibited 
except the commercial take of squid for bait by use 
of hand-held scoop net west of a line drawn due 
north from Goldfish Point (34° 51.00’ N. lat. 119° 
16.17’ W. long.).
(C) Boats may be launched and retrieved only in 
designated areas and may be anchored within the 
conservation area only during daylight hours.

EXCERPTS FROM THE FISH 
AND GAME CODE AND 
TITLE 14, CALIFORNIA 

CODE OF REGULATIONS

A complete copy of the Fish and Game Code is 
available at www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html, and a 
complete copy of Title 14, California Code of Regu-
lations is available at http://ccr.oal.ca.gov/.

The following excerpts from the Fish and Game 
Code (FGC) and/or the California Code of Regula-
tions, Title 14 (T14), provide essential information 
about specific commercial fisheries; but do not 
provide a complete summary of all commercial 
fishing laws and regulations. It is the fisherman’s 
responsibility to know and obey all laws and regula-
tions in effect while engaged in commercial fishing 
activities. Changes to either code may occur at any 
time during the year.

Any discrepancies between the excerpts and the 
code(s) from which it was prepared will be enforced 
and adjudicated according to the official code in 
effect on the date the activity takes place. 

General Provisions Affecting 
Commercial Fishing 

FGC Excerpts

§70. Resident
“Resident” means any person who has resided con-
tinuously in the state of California for six months 
or more immediately prior to the date of his/her 
application for a license or permit, any person 
on active military duty with the Armed Forces of 
the United States or auxiliary branch thereof or 
any person enrolled in the Job Corps established 
pursuant to Section 2883 of Title 29 of the United 
States Code.

§57. Non-resident
“Non-resident” means any person who has not 
resided continuously in the state of California for 
six months immediately prior to the date of his/her 
application for a license or permit.

§713. License Fees. 
(a) The changes in the Implicit Price Deflator for 

state and Local Government Purchases of Goods 
and Services, as published by the United States 
Department of Commerce, shall be used as the 
index to determine an annual rate of increase or 
decrease in the fees for licenses, stamps, permits, 
tags, or other entitlements issued by the Depart-
ment. 

(b) The Department shall determine the change 
in the Implicit Price Deflator for state and Local 




